What is a "Review of Literature?"

It is a 2-5 page summary of information that you have gathered from various sources that relate to your science fair project. The goal is to give the reader an understanding of the science behind your experiment.

*You are not telling a story, you are simply giving a summary of the information that scientists have written about your topic.

Format :

· Double spaced, one sided 

· Size 12  Times New Roman font

· Do not refer to your experiment in the Review of Literature. Never say "I" or "my". You are summarizing the work that other scientists and authors have gathered related to your experiment.

· This is a formal paper, so avoid contractions (for example, write "do not" instead of "don't"
WHAT to write ...

· Introduce the subject of your experiment ( brine shrimp, onion bulb,  surface tension etc...)

· Give relevant background. Avoid discussing information that does not relate directly to your experiment (if you are studying the effect of caffeine on daphnia organisms, focus on the body of the organism rather than eating habits)

· Explain how the results of this experiment relate to a real world issue or problem. Why does this experiment matter?

· Continue with a discussion of your independent variable (or whatever is affecting your organism/ object.  Give background information. Has this independent ever been tested? If it has discuss any and all known experiments.

· Finish the review of literature with a concluding paragraph that brings the reader back to a summary of the overall topic.

